GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

Amped up with the arts

[F EDINBURGH is the blue-blooded
aunt at Scotland’s tea party, then
Glasgow, just 45 miles to the west, is
the T-shirt-clad cousin kicking over
the kettle on the way out.

A wealthy shipbuilding and trade
hub on the River Clyde since the 15th
century, Scotland’s largest city fell
into dereliction, earning a rough-
and-tumble reputation that stuck to
soot-covered buildings well into the
1980s. Now scrubbed up and gleam-
ing, Glasgow flexes cultural muscle,
artfully burnishing its industrial
cityscape.

Scotland’s self-proclaimed Year of
Innovation, Architecture, and Design
kicks off in January, with Glaswegians
proudly puffing their chests. The
Turner Prize, Britain’s most esteemed
contemporary art exhibition and
award, is in Scotland for the first time,
culminating on January 17 at Tramway,
Glasgow’s former streetcar terminus.

But it is music that really pumps
Glasgow’s cultural heart. From the
bagpiper busking top-20 tunes along
Buchanan Street to the crooner wooing
crowds at storied clubs like King Tut’s

Wah Wah Hut, Glasgow’s sound track
is unrivaled.

“To describe a typical Glasgow
musician is quite difficult to do,” says
Stirling Gorman, who performs with
his brother, Cha, in their band, King of
Birds. “It’s really a Glasgow swagger

that ties us together like twine.”
—KIMBERLEY LOVATO
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Glasgow’s Kelvingrove
Art Gallery and Museum
dangles artist Sophie
Cave’s “Floating Heads”
Top left: Musicians
entertain at a pub,
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